S8 T 1(2008d 15}7])
20081 6F 5

Portugués do Brasil
(Brazilian Portuguese)

frozenfire
Undergraduate Junior

Consonants
Bilabial Labio- Dental | Alveolar Post- Palatal Velar
dental alveolar
Plosive p b t d k ¢
Affricates (tT) (d?)
Nasal m n n
Tap r
Fricative f v S z J 3 Y
Lateral 1 £
approximant

® Voiceless plosives are unaspirated.
® Unlike EP(European Portuguese) and Spanish, voiced plosives are not realized by their
homorganic fricatives in intervocalic position.
acabar ‘to finish’ [aka'bar] in BP vs. [eke'Bar] in EP
® Affrication: /t, d/ are realized as [tf, d3] before [i] and [1].
verde ‘green’ ['verdsi]~ ['veydsi] in BP vs. ['verdwi] in EP
® Varieties of ‘r’
(1) ‘r> between vowels or after plosives: [r]
Coréia [ko'rere] ‘Korea’ trés [tres] ‘three’
(2) intervocalic ‘rr’ and word-initial ‘r’ : [x]~[y]~[x]~[¥]~[h]~...
carro ['kayu] ‘car’ rum  [yd]  ‘rum’
(3) coda ‘r’: [X]~[Y]~[x]~[B]~[h]~[r]~[r]~[R]~...
more taps in Sao Paulo, more fricatives in Rio de Janeiro
® (Coda ‘I’ becomes [u] (BP only) (...the velarized [t] which lost its laterality)

mau [may] ‘bad’ and ma/[may] ‘evil” are homophones.



® Like French, /m/ and /n/ in coda position make their preceding vowels nasalized.
® In BP, /p/ is often pronounced as [j]

senhor [s€jor]~[sijor] in BP vs. [sepor] in EP

Vowels

Oral Vowels

® Post-stressed raising @1

/e/ — [1] (only in final position) o(1) (v)e®

ue

saque ['saki] ‘withdrawal’ SUCI {11
/o/ — [u] o(©)

oe

saco ['saku] ‘bag’
@c
Ja — [e] o\(©)

saca  ['sake] ‘sack’ PAP

/e/ — [€] (non-final centralization)
nimero ['niméru] ‘number’
cf) In EP, unstressed /e/ — [wi]
pegar ‘grip’  [pe'gar] in BP vs. [pw'gar] in EP
® /e ¢/ and /o o/ phonemically contrast only in stressed postion.
seco ['seku] ‘dry (noun)’ vs. ['seku] ‘I dry’

avo [a'vo] ‘grandfather’ vs. avd [a'vo] ‘grandmother’

Nasalized Vowels
® With a tilde ‘~’ or before /m n p/ (in BP, not
necessarily within a syllable) 01 ou

pinha ‘pine cone’
['pine]~['pije] in BP vs. ['pine] in EP

® A vowel is centralized when nasalized.

Diphthongs

® Oral diphthongs

Combinations of the stressed oral vowels with the offglides [1] and [y] except [i1]

pai [par] ‘father’ mau  [may] ‘bad’
bateis [ba'teis] ‘you beat’ seu [sey]  ‘his’
batéis [ba'ters] ‘boats’ céu [sey]  ‘sky’
sois  [sols] ‘you are’ Vil [viu]  ‘he saw’
sois  [so1s]  ‘suns’ ouro ['ouru] ‘gold’

ui [fur] ‘T went’ ~['oru]




In fact, there are very few minimal pairs for /e, €V, /o1, o1/, and /ey, eu/, all of which in
oxytone words.
® Nasalized diphthongs
Combinations of [€ & 0 1i] with the offglide [i]; with [§], only [23] is possible.
hifen ['iféf] ‘hyphen’ (only in post-stressed position)
anois [a'ndis] ‘dwarves’
mae  [mei] ‘mother’

muito ['miitu] ‘many’

3 bl

nao [nB0] ‘not

® Additional diphthongs in BP due to the realization of coda /1/ as [u]
sol [soy]  ‘sun’ sul [suy] ‘south’
® Diphthongization in BP when stressed vowel is followed by word-final /s/
mas /mas/ ‘but’ [mais] (unmonitored pronunciation) and mais [mais] ‘more’ may lose their

distinction.

Prosody

Lexical stress
® Minimal triplets:

sabia ['sabre] ‘wise’
sabia [sa'bie] ‘s/he knews’
sabid [sabi'a] ‘a Brazilian thrush’

® [ exical stress falls on..

(1) vowels with an accent

lingiiistica [li'gwiftfike]  ‘linguistics’
Jjaponés [3apo'nes] ‘japenese’
amanha [am3'ja] ‘tomorrow’
(2) Ultimate when -i(C), -u(C), -1, -1, -z
aqui [a'ki] ‘here’
tabu [ta'bu] ‘taboo’
Brasil [bra'ziy] ‘Brazil’
amor [a'mor] ‘love’
feliz [fe'lis] ‘happy’
(3) Penultimate, elsewhere
nome ['nomi] ‘name’
semana [se'mane] ‘week’

piquenique [piki'niki] ‘picnic’



Rhythm
® Syllable-timed rhythm
cf) In EP, which belongs to the stress-timed type, unstressed vowels are systematically
shorter than stressed ones and may be deleted.
® Vowel reduction in EP and vowel epenthesis in BP
depenicar ‘pluck’ [depen’i'kar] in BP vs.
[dpni'kar] in EP (deletion)
psicologia ‘psychology’ [pisikolo'zie] in BP (epenthesis) vs.
[psikolo'zie] in EP

Intonation

® Six main nuclear tones:
(1) The low fall(\) is the neutral tone for statements and question-word questions.
(2) A high fall(V) is generally associated with emphasis
(3) An extra-low(J) fall is used in exclamations and commands.
(4) The low rise(4) is the typical tone for yes/no questions, and marks continuation or
incompleteness in discourse.
(5) The high rise(1) is associated with echo questions or with questions requiring repetition
of a previous utterance.
(6) the rise-fall("Y) typically marks implication and reserve.

Exercise

Ronaldo [ho'naydu]

1. Onset /t/: [X]~[y]~[x]~[¥]~[h]~...
2. /1/ vocalization (BP only)

3. Stress in penultimate position

4. /o/ raised in post-stressed position

=>»How about Ronaldinho? | ]
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